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HELPFUL MINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

THE BURGLARY PROBLEW

DO YOU REALIZE THAT.....

BURGLARIES represent 1,100,000 of the mors than 2,600,000 serious crimes

committed during the Year 1964 (this crime showed a 5% increase durin the first
£ g

Reports)

¥

9 months of 1965, ({(Haticnal crime statistics ~= FBI Uniform Crim

[

This type of criminal activity increases during the winter months for a

number of reasons: (1) Longer nights (periods of darkness and poor visibility),

(2) wealthy persons leave residences unoccupied and "vacant-looking" (3)
publicizing vacation trips of the "well-to-do™ people (&) leaving currency

and valuables in vacant homes creating temptations to burglars (many times

this information is supplied to burglars by domestics and “"black sheep relatives™)

(5) failure to notify police when prolonged vacancy is anticipated (6) laxity

foby

by failing to arrange for mail and circulsr "oickeup” and curtailment of deliver-
L foe] Py P

ies, etc. and lastly, (?7) inadequate security measur
BEAR IN MIND THAT,......
loodiums in some areas operats during the early

evening hours when people are more vresccupied, les:

inclined to be suspicous, and often out to dinner.

Citizens must be made to realisze that they

should leave their homes with an "occupied look"

)

lights on and curtains partislly drawn) and doors
7557y

and windows tightly secured. EDUCATING THE PUELIC

PATROL WILL HELP PO PREVENT AND DETECT BURCLARTES OF RESIDENCES:!!




HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

THE BURGLARY PROBLEM

PART 11

DO YOU KNOW THAT....

As a general rule, there are two main ways that burglars gain entrance
to homes--~by force and by guile. Those who gain entry by guile are known as

Yelassical thieves'.

MODUS OPERANDI OF BURGLARS:

QID Of all the tools used by the "non-classical' thieves, probably the simplest

and most common is the '"'shim" or'cheater jimmy" These objects are made of

pliable materials such as light thin metal, plastic or celluloid.

STEEL RULES, POCKET CALENDARS,; SMALL TABLE KNIVES AND PIECES OF VENETIAN
BELIND ARE A FEW OF THE ITEMS WHICH CAN BE USED AS SHIMS.

A process sometimes referred to as "rabbit stripping™ is used to gain entry.

The shim is inserted between the wvertical

and forcing it open.

Other common tools of burglasrs incliude
serewdrivera, glass cutters, lock pullers,
vise-grip pliers for twisiing door-kndbs,

lock plcks, and fish hooks.
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THE BURGLARY PROBLEM

PART 11T

DO YOU KNOW THAT....

There are a number of counter measures that have proven effective in coping

with both daytime and nighttime burglaries,

Here are 2 few suggestions:

(1)

@y
i
o

o
e
e
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\J
S

The publication of photographs and descriptions of known burglars who

might be "out" in a metropolitan area

Public education - advice to residents to help prevent burglaries,
namely, what precautions should be made for both occupied and uncccuplied
apartments and residences. (Have delivery services stopped,; mail picked
up,; circulars cleared from steps and porches, secure all openings. and

notification to police, etc.)

Careful checks and surveillances of wvacant homes by post patrol

The enlistment of public interest in the burglary problem by urging
people to alert police or supply information concerning burglaries or
attempts. Many burglaries have been solved through the receipt of

information concerning suspicious individuals, contraband and fruits

of such crimes in the possession of suspects, etc.

=

Concentrated effort in areas of potential burglaries by the patrol

force through the use of records and police experience.
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DO YOU KNOW THAT

& thorough

neceasary to c¢o

MODUS OPERANDI

(CRIMINAL TECHNIQUE)

Lesecoanas

knowledge of the method of operation of an offender is usually

nduct a successful criminal investigation?

The PBI and some other criminal investigative agencies maintain Modus

Operandi Sectio

ng and Files. This type of unit provides more uaseful tools

to aid in investigation of crime.

"Modus Oper

or manner by which offenders have o

nificance of the modus operandi liss in the fact that habitual

andi™ is a Latin term (method of &pérg%zsﬁf refers to the method

<

mmitted certain types of crimes. The sig-
o

ype of offense they have committed, and use similar methods on
T ffender believes it will always work and, therefore, follows
a

o
n. (putting it in the vernacular, the erimin

ness of the modus operandi system depends upon several factors:
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“

MODUS OPERANDI

PART II

DO YOU KNOW SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER IN THE SUCCESSFUL

OPERATION OF A MODUS OPERANDYI FILEZ?..eveee

Let's list these elements:

(1)

2)

(3)

P
£
N’

gH,
~3
o

Classification of the offense (robbery, burglary, rape, homicide, etc.)

Property or place of attack (did crime occur on the highway, in a gas
station, office, dwelling house, store, bank or commercical house?)

If it occurred in a store, what type of business? If the crime was
committed in an office, was it an insurance, real estate, doctor's
or lawyer's office?

How was the attack made -- (Burglary) Was entrance gained through a
door, window, ceiling, ete. and how was it effscted? Means of attack?

If a robbery occurred,what type of weapon and how was it employed?
What did the assailant say to the victim and what was taken?

Victim attacked -~- describe the person who was attacked. List the

age, sex,; race, and occupation. If a firm, what is the nature of

the business? e i )
il =

Obdect or motive of the attack-~ What was
taken? The object of the offense might
have some bearing on the pattern of oper-
ation of the offender.

Time of attack -- The time, season, etc.
should be established and made an im-
portant part of the report.

Trademark or peculisrity -- This is con- %j}.
sidered one &f the most important elements €29
%i a criminal®s modus operandi. The exact

method of entry to a building, place of

entry, ?@%?%w% familiarity with the
premises, %Q% are to be noted. In robb what was sald and
done at th cene or fto the vwiciim uveually hes 2 §§%i%§%&

g% %@f

o

o
-
ot
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HELPFUL MINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

MODUS OPERANDI

PART III

DO YOU KHOW THAT......

In ROBBERY CASES, what the holde~up man said to his victim might be an im=-
portant part of his technigue or method of operation. Whether the culprit was

cool, polite, gruff or nervous should be noted. Try to learn the answers to

such guestions as:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(%)

Did the culprit make his victim lie down, place his hands on the
counter or in the air, face the wall, sit down, or did he lock

the victim in a bathroom or bassment, etc.?

What type of bag or container was used to place the ™loot" in?
How did the felon enter the place of the victim? Did he order
merchandise or immediately brandish a weapon? Was he masked, and
if so, how was his face concealed?

What type of merchandise did the culprit take before he left the
place of business? What brand did he select?

*Note: Many times such actions by the offenders show a distinct pattern

of conduct or techmique.

In THEFT CASES, did the thief pretemnd to be looking or waiting for 3omeoge

until the right moment arose to steal?

Endeavor to learn:

(1)

(2)

If the theft from a parked car was
effected by forcing a lock, break-
ing a glass ventilator, or"popping"’

a trunk. P

What type of merchandise was taken?

BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Volume £#3 - 6 POST ON BULLETIN BCARD February 18, 1966
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MODUS OPERANDIL
PART IV

CRIMINAL TECHNIQUE IN CERTAIN TYPES OF CRIMES CONTINUED:

THE SAFE BURGLAR usually operates by using one of the following methods:

(1) RIPPING JOB -- Use of a crow bar to rip the bottom or back ocut of a

safe,

(2} TORCH JOB -- Safe is opened with an acetylene torch.

(3) PUNCH JOB -- Safe is attacked by bludgeéning the dial from the front of

@ the safe with a small sledge hammer, etc.

(4) CARRY-AWAY JOB -~ The safe is removed from the premises and forced
open at another location. (Station wagons or trucks are
usually employed for this type of operation)

(5) COMBINATION JOB -- Safe is not properly locked or combination is ob-
tained by some other means.

(6) BLOW JOB -~ The safe is attacked with dynamite or other explosive.
This method is dangerous and extensive damage is often

Regardless of th

burgisr, there are ca

which are commonly us

done o the contents of the safs,

e technique used by the safe
rtain instrusmenis or tools

ed; such as: The jimmy, bolt
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MODUS OPERANDI

(PART V)
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f criminals generally use a particular technicue when
¥ iy ]

they commit certain types of crime.

*Apartment burglars, many times, use the excuse of "inspection for a

public utility", "plumbing inspection',"door-to-door saled, "meter reader®,
o4 ¥ is & & ¥
"health inspegtor'™, etc. Sometimes such characters work in pairs, that is,

one makes the "pitch' while the other acts as the "lookout'™.

*Second story burglars usually gain entrance by use of ladders, light

oles, and sometimes enter through the skylight or fire ascape.
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Sometimes a burglar will secret himself in the building until after closin
2

%

honest employees) Also,

1

provided by di

‘a truck is generally employed to haul away the “loot®,

#VHold-un® men var reatly -~ each felon uses a method peculiar te hime
7 3 ¥

self, the entry to the place, type of mask (if any), conversation or demands,

type of merchandise taken or container to carry money or stolen g§§§§@§§§§;jﬂm
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HELPFUL MHINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

TESTIFYING IH COURT
DO YOU REALIZE THAT..........

A witness in court has & very responsible and important ‘unctien to perform.,
The police officer who must appear as a witness in court has a responsibility
+ :{?f 2 ) & 2 Y =
to the party for whom he appears, to himself and most important to the American
2 H b
syastem of Justice.

meke a correct

It must be remembered that in order for a jury or the court to
prese 4 to it in & truthful

and wise decision, it must have all of the evidence pre
and proper manner.

The witness takes an oath in court to tell nothing but the truth, however,

.’ézé’zgrg are two ways to tell the truth, namely: r - \\/ﬁ}
One way is in a halting and hesitant manner } ~/ § 4‘?9& &?
which makes the judge or jury doubt you. ~ Lt ) J

The other way is a confident
forward manner that prompt
jury to have more faith in what vou
in testimony.

the that {
will crede Vs
f "hely offer 5
<
(1) Be sure that you sre well groomed 1\ {
and appear in & nsatly pressed uniform. \ }
(If in plainclothes, dress neatly and iﬁ /
conservatively) 3 ~
(2) Don't chew gum or in —~
the court room. 3
E
(3} Stand t wh ¢
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE WITNESS IN COURT..........Cont'd.

(17) Above all, don't lose your temper. Remember, some attctneys for the
defense will try your patience to adversely affect your testiuwony. If a
question or tactic is improper or unfair, the prosecuting attorney will take
it up with the court. Don't ask the judge for advice.

(18) If a gquestion seems improper to you, don't ask the judge whether you must
answer it. Rely on the assistant state's attorney to object. If, after an
objection is made, the judge overrules it, then answer the guestion.

(19) If a guestion involves an estimate or approximation, be sure that you

say it is only an estimate or approximation. Be sure to think carefully about

speeds, distances, and intervals of time before testifying. Such matters should
. be discussed with the prosecuting officer beforehand.

(20) When you leave the witness stand after teatifying, wear a confident
sxpression, not a downcast one, (If you are returned to the witness stand, you
do not have to be re-sworn, =o merely take your seat if a chair is provided and

offer your tsstimony when requested)

Guard against such trick questions as: "Have you talked to anyone about this
case?", If you say mno, the judge or jury will know that isn't true, because
there are a number of persons to whom you might speak, legally, about some

fact or incident, such as the assistant state's attorney, other witnedses, your

superior officer, efc.

*I1f you have made a written report or given a statement concerning the matter
about which you will be asked to testify, it is imperative that you read the
report or statement carefully before you
testify. DO NOT TRY TO MEMORIZE IT!

You should study your nctes to refresh
your recollection, not to replace it,

In suamary -- remember that there is

really no-tl;lin'g at a2l]l to be scared or nervous
about when testifying in court or grand jury.

RELAX AND REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE TALKING TC &
LEARNED MEMBER OF THE JUDICIARY,OR MEMEBERS OF
. THE COMMUNITY (JURY) who sre only seeking factsg

and truth from you as an impartial witness!!i!

PREARENEE e

BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
Volume #3 - 11 POST ON BULLETIN BOARD March 25, 1966
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

SEARCH AND SE1AUR

SEARCH AND BEIZURE in general:

(1) The Standard of Heasonableness

*The afficer's conduct must be reasonable and is relative to the

the reascnableness of & search, a protection that is provided in

the kth Amendment of the U.S. Comstitution.

*The U.S. Supreme Court has indicated in Rabinowitz v. U.S. that:
What is reasonable in a search is not to be determined by any
fixed formula. The Constitution does not define what are un-

Q!F : reasonable searches and regrettably in our discipline we have no
ready test. The recurring questions on the reasonableness of
searches must Find resolution im the facts and circumstances of
each case. (Some courts have defined "resasonableness” as "what
a prudent men would do or be led te believe under the circumstances")

$Factore to be comsidered in detersining rsasonsblensss of search

pight include:

{a) Gravity of the offense

(b) Type of premises

(¢} Bize snd type of thing sought

(4) Hature of the thing sought )
{e) Extent of control of %gﬁﬁéﬁ%%

by arrested psrson

(£) Hature of the search

o,
ol
Tgoss”



HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

SEARCH AND SEIZURE (Continued) IIT

SEARCE ARD SEIZURE in general:

(4) The curtilage is also protected
(This is the open space within the common enclosure belonging
to a dwelling, i.e., yard, stc.)

(e} Business premises

(%) what Would not Constitute a Search

(a) In general that which is observed from the street or sidewall,
that which is visible to the eye.

S (b) The discovery of evidence by the use of binoculars or other
- type instrument does not constitute a search

{(¢) A technical trespass does not vitiate a search, e.g. an open
field, the ocutside of a building, etec.

(d) On private premises when the officer was sdmitted for a proper
purpose, what he sees is not & search and it can lead to probable
cause to mecure a warrant or to make an arrest if a felony is be-
ing committed.

{e) Wwhen on private premises entered through execution of the law,
such as when serving an arrsst warpant

SCOPE OF SEI

o
F oo
S

Results of an Illegal Sesrch and Selzurs

e,
W‘
e

Any personal property seized by an illegal search must be re-
turned to the person from whom the property was selzed, except
when the zeized items are contrabend or sitolen goods.

Any person who can show a possessory Jones v. U.S. (362 US 2573
interest in the premisss or property
can invoke the Yexelusionary rule®.
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

CH ) SEIZURE (Continued) IV

SEARCH OF THE PERSOK:

(L

Seerch by sesrch warrant

*A person may be searched by an officer with & search warrant that
has been properly lesued %y the court.

Seareh iseldentsl to 2 lavwful arrest

*This is the arezs that encompasses the majority of our cases, both
misdemeancrs and felonises.

i&} The right to seafeh ipdidentasl to s arrest is based on 3 grounds:

*To protect the offiser against
ner of the potentiszl mesns of escape

*Toe deprive the pr
*To prevent %ag degtruction ef evidencs

THE ARREST %%ﬁ% BE LAWFUL, CE ELSE EVERYTHING ° FOLLOWS I8
Ja If an arrest iz vssd sas & mere excuss Lo search, them the
aot walid,

e Havy ZSesveh

{a} ¥hér imeidental
proper perszen i

b} *Besrch of a wvehicle usder ceortsisz cenditions vhen @%@%%i%é %y

: %@ zade wh
By %%%%3%% af %%%%%E%%@ im
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

SEARCH AND SEIZURE (Continued) V

(5) Extent of the Search

(6)

(7

() The search of & person includes the physiczl person and those
immediate surroundings that ars part of thes person.

*A package or case in the arrested person's hand
*Suitcases and handbags; Keys to train or bus depot lockers
(v) Fingerprints and photographs can be taken
(e) Body Cavities

*When arrest is made without probable cause and the search was
by means of & stomech pump, the evidence is inadmissible.
(Rochin vs. California - 342 U.S5. 165)

*When person arrested on probable cause and the arrested person
placed narcotics in his mouth, arresting officers could use
force necessary under the circumstances to retrieve the article
and prevent the destruction of the evidence.(ﬁspinoza 278 F, 2d 802)

Extent of the Seizure '

(a) Items that relate toc the crime may be taken from the person when he
is searched.

¥Examples: Copies of letters, documents, check books, telephone
numbers on peper, forged identification papers, contraband and
clothing, etc.

(p) Instrumentalities of & crime, fruits of & crime and coniraband, etc,

*There 13 no search or seizure when personsl property is dropped to
the ground during the search, interrogation or flight of person who
is arrested or to be arrested. .

Search by Consent

(a) If a person comsents to & search, the search may then be conducted.

¥It is sdvisable to have the person to be searched read and sign
a "written comsent form"; however, the problem in this area is that
later, the party ssarched may :
deny the soluniariness of this
type of search and the barden of
proving the absence of coercionm
w¥ill rest on the officer conduci-

lng the pearch. As £ practical
matter sesrch by consent is difficult to obtain and "prowe”.

BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
Volume #3 - 16 POST ON BULLETIN BOARD April 29, 1966
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SEARCH AND SEIZURE (Continued) VI

SEARCH BY SEARCH WARRANT

DEFINITION: A search warrant is a written order signed by any Judge of the
Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, any Judge of any of the Circuit
Courts in the counties of Maryland, any Municipal Judge of Balti-
more City, or any justice of the peace in Maryland, directing any
duly constituted policeman, constable or police officer to search
a suspected individual, building, apartment, premises, place or
thing, and to seize any property found liable to seigure under the
criminal laws of Maryland, retain custody of it or otherwise dis-
pose of it according to law.

IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT.....

| There are constitutional and statutory provisions pertaining to
search and seizure which:the police officer must adhere to.

The 4th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution (Article IV) provides
that the rights of people to be secure against UNREASONABLE SEARCHES
AND SEIZURES shall not be violated and that warrants shall be issued

snly upoa

(1) PROBABLE CAUSE (2) UNDER OATH OR AFFIRMATION (3) wWITH
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PLACE T0 BE SEARCHED OR THINGS TO
BE SEIZED.

Also, the Maryland Constitutiom (Article 26} (Declaration of Rights
of 1867) provides that GENERAL WARERANTS without names or description
ocught not be granted and that warrants without caths or affirmations
are oppressive.

While evideace wos not made inadwissible, at common law, in any criminal
case, becsuse it had been obtained through illegal search and seizure, STATUTES
in most States accomplish what the comstitutions do not, and thus limit the in-
troduction into evidence of such items. More recemtly, THE U.S. SUPREME COURY
decisions,; including the case of MAFP v OHIO (Jume 1961) place limitations on
the admiassibility of aseized evidénce in State as well as Fedaral courts.

. (Refer to Bulletin Volumse #3 - #11)

BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
Volume #3 - 17 POST ON BULLETIN BOARD May 6, 1966



HELPFUL HINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

SEARCH ARD SEIZURE (Continued) VII

DO YOU KNOW THE REQUISITES OF A SEARCH AND SEIZURE WARRANT?

There are six (6) requisites, namely:

(1) There must be PROUBABLE CAUSE in writing and signed

(2) Supported by OATH OR AFFIRMATIC

(3) Within the TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF THE JUDGE ISSUING IT

(&) HAME or DESCRIPTION OF THE PERSON or PROPERTY/THING with reasonable
. particularity
g (5) Issued by ONE AUTHORIZED T0 DO SO

(6} EXECUTET issuance,

AFTER THAT

g#pcape or te injure the police officer

L
L

uwde clothisg worn during the o Lazpion
8, papers, or anyihlsg in general use

*FREUITE oF

o 2.
the crisse
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HELPFUL MHINTS FOR POLICE OFFICERS

SEARCH AND SEIZURE - Continued (VIII)

OBTAINING THE SEARCH WARRANT:

The application for a search warrant (affidavit) is made by the affiant who

upon his information and belief has established probable cause to believe

that a criminal law of this State is being violated.

The affiant must show reasonable grounds to believe what he states in the
affidavit, and the facts and circumstances must be sufficient to cause a
man of reasonable prudence to believe that the evidence sought is on the

person or premises to be searched.

PROBABLE CAUSE IS MORE THAN A MERE SUSPICION, BUT LESS THAN A CERTAINTY,

and the information does not have to be of the same quality or quantity
needed to prove guilt at a criminal trial, Hearsay can be used.

PROPERTY TO BE SEARCHED OR PREMISES TO BE SEARCHED MUST BE DESCRIBED WITH

REASONABLE PARTICULARITY,

EXECUTING THE SEARCH WARRANT:

The affiant with the proper and necessary asssistancs execdutes the search

warrant. The affiant must be present when the warrant is executed for
purposes of lidentificaticn of the person or premises to be searched.

LIMITATIONS OF THE SEARCH WABRANT:

Search with the search warrant must be made within 15 days of issuance.

The warrant is good for ome search omly and the seafck must be & reassgabie

oneé.

EXTENT OF SEIZUHRE:

Generally, you say only selze property nased in
the warrant, however, other items which mey be
seized include the fruite of crime, the means
by which 1t was commitited. and comtraband

material. (4 search warrant is not suthority ggyAag arz%ggg and it does not
give suthority % search persons found an the premises, except those named in

the warrant or participsting im sn unlawful act)




